Hands Up 4…?
By Lauren Bracewell

Cast

Martha 

16 

Worried about her future

Samantha
16

Worried about her friend

Naomi

15

Worried about her boyfriend

Lucy

15

Worried about her hair

Dylan

17

Worried about his health

Charlie

14

Worried about her brother

Jo 

12

Worried about her mum

Peta

14

Worried about the war

Setting

The play is set in London and the Home Counties in 2003.

A one-act play, following a group of teenager girls as they prepare to participate in the Stop The War protests of 2003.  A mix of duologues and movement-heavy group scenes.
Sample Scene

Prologue

‘Under the Thumb’ by Amy Studt plays

Narrator:
On the 19th of March 2003 8000 school children from all over Britain left 

their lessons to take part in sit-ins and demonstrations.

Narrator:
The protests, thought to be the first by pupils since the 1970s, had one message – 

All:

Stop the war!
Narrator:
In Birmingham police tried unsuccessfully to prevent 400 children from occupying the council offices.

Narrator:
In Liverpool 800 school children joined other protestors and closed the Birkenhead tunnel.

Narrator:
In Edinburgh hundreds of pupils staged a die-in, which stopped traffic in Princes Street for nearly an hour.

Narrator:
In Exeter pupils demanded and got a meeting with their MP by occupying his offices.

Narrator:
And in London, 1000 pupils from the Hands up for Peace campaign joined university students for a demonstration in Parliament Square.  Most of these protestors were girls.

Narrator:
These highly organised protests were arranged by 

All:
Text message.

The actors disperse all texting madly.

All:
R U up 4 it 2nite?

C U 2morrow.

Lucy:

He well fancies U.

Martha:
Can’t tonite – C U l8er.

Dylan:
U told her wot?

Jo:
B there soon.

Sam:
U have done nuff 4 2day.

Charlie:
I’ll cum 4 him.

Naomi:
He wants 2 act like it then.

Peta:
Hands Up 4 Peace!

They freeze with their hands in the air.

Scene 1

Martha is exercising and revising simultaneously.

Martha:
Vultures is a poem about good and evil and how they co-exist within us all. The poet uses juxtaposition of imagery for example…

Her phone beeps.

Martha:
For example, the Camp Commandant, the charnel house and the vultures themselves.

Her phone beeps again.

Martha:
In an exam, it would be good to write about this poem with Beautiful People, as they are both about contrast, although…

Mum (off):
Samantha’s at the door.

Martha:
Bum. Tell her to come up.

She checks her phone.  Samantha enters.

Sam:
I’ve been texting you.

Martha:
Obviously.

Sam:
You blanking me then?

Martha:
Course not. Silly moo.

Sam:
Daft cow. You coming out tonight?

Martha:
Probably not – I’m going for a run in a bit and then I’ve got a past paper to do.

Sam:
Come on – it’ll be a laugh.  Kate and that lot are going to Nandos and then to the cinema.

Martha:
I’ve eaten.

Sam:
Whatever – you’re tiny. Just the cinema then?

Martha:
I need an early night.


Sam:
You’re hard work sometimes.

Martha:
No, I work hard.  Not something you’d be familiar with.

Sam:
Nope – 5 Cs’ll do me.

Sam’s phone beeps – she checks it.  Martha picks up an anthology.

Sam:
What do you reckon?

